or
So be their darling laws preserv'd in wealth, in joy, in peace.

But the long lines easily divide into eight or six. Thus, although Jones
does'nt stake out any special claim, there is a musical effect achieved
by the metrical variety. Again, although the rhyme is scrupulously
observed, there is no division of the poem into three clearly separable
parts. Usually each stanza comprises thirteen lines.

As a contrast to these features of the classical Pindaric ode, we
find occasionally certain romantic tendencies also in Jones's hymns.
The following line from A Hymn to Camdeo -

And when thy lory spreads his em'raid wings,
To waft thee high above the tow'rs of kings.
Whilst o'er thy throne the moon's pale light
Pours her soft radiance thro' the night.
And to each floating cloud discovers
The haunts of blest or joyless lovers -

are an example of romantic exuberance. Or, let us take the following
lines from The Hymn to Bhavani:

A gale so sweet o'er Ganga breathes,

That in soft smiles her graceful cheek she wreathes.

Mark, where her argent brow she raises,

And blushing gazes

On you fresh Cetaca, whose am'rous flow'r

Throws fragrance from his flaunting hair,

While with his blooming fair

He blends perfume, and multiplies the bow'r.

Classical tendencies as well as romantic shadows coexist in the hymns.
This is as it should be, since the poems were written and published in
the eighties of the eighteenth century the period of transititon from
NeoClassicism to Romanticism.

In the argument prefixed to A Hymn to Locshmi, Jones says that
*the allegories contained in the Hymn to Lacshmi constitute at this
moment the prevailing religion of a most extensive and celebrated
Empire, and are devoutly believed by many millions, whose industry
adds to the revenue of Britain, and whose manners, which are interwoven
with their religious opinions, nearly affect all Europeans, who reside
among them". There is no doubt that Jones imbibed the living spirit of
the Hindu mythology and was profoundly 'affected' by it, though there
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